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 5-TINEA VERSICOLOR
(Synonym.—Pityriasis versicolor)
(1)—Aetiology
537.] Tinea versicolor is comparatively common in temperate zones.
Similar, though not identical, affections are met with in the tropics. It is
favoured by warmth and by profuse sweating. The cause is the prolifera-
tion in the horny layer of a fungus of the genus Malassezia, known as
the Microsporon furfur. It is transmitted from one person to another
directly or indirectly but is only mildly contagious. It is rare in childhood
and old age and commoner in males than females.
(2)—Clinical Picture
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Greenish-fawn well demarcated macules or sheets are seen on the
upper part of the trunk and, more rarely, in the large flexures and else-
where. The macules often
start at the orifices of the
lanugo hair-follicles. The
skin may be slightly
wrinkled butnot obviously
scaly. Nevertheless, very
nne scales can oe QetacneQ
by light scratching. There
is only exceptionally an
inflammatory reaction.
(3)—Diagnosis and Dif-
ferential Diagnosis
Fro. 113.—Tinea versicolor alba. Scales from
white patches were full of fungus
The diagnosis is very
easily settled. Bits of the
affected horny layer can
be very readily scraped
off. They should be placed
in a drop of solution of potassium hydroxide and examined under
high power without squashing them into a film. They are seen to be
packed with copious clusters of round variable-sized spores and short
mycelial threads.
Tinea versicolor may be mistaken for arsenical pigmentation, but the
latter is more regular in pattern and affects the abdomen, hands, and feet
more often than the upper part of the trunk. The oases of normal skin
between the fawn patches may be taken for leucodermia, but the out-
lying islands in tinea versicolor should prevent this mistake. Occasionally
it happens that the colour values are reversed, and in a person deeply
pigmented by the sun, or in dark races, the fungus of tinea versicolor
may cause loss of pigment (see Fig. 113).

